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Policy for Identifying and Mitigating Financial Relationships

UB POLICY FOR IDENTIFYING, MITIGATING, AND DISCLOSING RELEVANT FINANCIAL RELATIONSHIPS IN ACCREDITED CONTINUING EDUCATION
Policies and guidelines for identifying and mitigating relevant financial relationships of planners, presenters, and others involved in accredited continuing education are in compliance with the ACCME’s Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing Education

Purpose of Policy: Since healthcare professionals serve as the trusted authorities when advising patients, they must protect their learning environment from industry influence to ensure they remain true to their ethical commitments. Many healthcare professionals have financial relationships with ineligible companies. By identifying and mitigating relevant financial relationships, we work together to create a protected space to learn, teach, and engage in scientific discourse free from influence from organizations that may have an incentive to insert commercial bias into education. 
Statement of Policy: The Office of Continuing Medical Education in the Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences is committed to providing the highest quality educational activities to the professional health care community, that enhances participant competence, performance, and patient outcomes. The UB CME Office strictly adheres to the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing Education. The success of continuing medical education activities certified through our office relies on our ability to work closely with faculty planning committees to deliver programs that positively impact all participants, and strongly uphold the Standards for Integrity and Independence outlined by the ACCME.

-The University at Buffalo’s Office for Continuing Medical Education will provide a process for identifying, and mechanisms for mitigating relevant financial relationships prior to awarding AMA PRA Category 1 credit for CME activities.

-Anyone in a position to control the content of a proposed CME activity will complete a Planner-Presenter Declaration Form.

-The primary responsibility to identify, address and mitigate any relevant financial relationships belong to the Activity Director.

-The presence or absence of all relevant financial relationships must be disclosed to learners prior to the activity.

-The use of owners and employees of ACCME-defined ineligible companies as faculty and planners or in other roles where they are in a position to control the content of accredited CME is prohibited, except in limited and specific situations. For more information, please visit Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education.
-When mitigating relevant financial relationships, the mitigation strategy must be appropriate to the person’s role in the activity (e.g. planner or presenter), and the mitigation must be implemented before each person takes on his/her role.
Scope of Policy: This policy applies to all continuing medical education activities that are certified for continuing medical education credit by the Office of Continuing Medical Education, Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, University at Buffalo.
Exceptions – must be approved by the UB CME Office Director:

Accredited providers do not need to identify, mitigate, or disclose relevant financial relationships for any of the following activities:

· Accredited education that is non-clinical, such as leadership or communication skills training.

· Accredited education where the learner group is in control of content, such as a spontaneous case conversation among peers.

· Accredited self-directed education where the learner controls their educational goals and reports on changes that resulted, such as learning from teaching, remediation, or a personal development plan. When accredited providers serve as a source of information for the self-directed learner, they should direct learners only to resources and methods for learning that are not controlled by ineligible companies.


Definitions:
Ineligible Companies: Ineligible companies are those whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare products used by or on patients. 

Financial Relationships: Accredited providers must collect information from all planners, faculty, and others in control of educational content about all their financial relationships with ineligible companies within the prior 24 months. There is no minimum financial threshold; individuals must disclose all financial relationships, regardless of the amount, with ineligible companies. Individuals must disclose financial relationships with

ineligible companies regardless of their view of the relevance of the relationship to the education. See also relevant financial relationships 

Relevant financial relationships: Relevant financial relationships are financial relationships of any amount with ineligible companies if the educational content is related to the business lines or products of the ineligible company. Providers are required to collect information from all those individuals in control of educational content about all of their financial relationships with ineligible companies within the prior 24 months.

The provider is then responsible for determining which relationships are relevant.
	UB CME OFFICE IDENTIFICATION & MITIGATION PROCESS

	STEP 1 COLLECTING INFORMATION →
During planning, use the PLANNER-SPEAKER DECLARATION FORM to collect information from all planners, faculty, and others in control of educational content about all their financial relationships with ineligible companies within the prior 24 months. There is no minimum financial threshold; individuals must disclose all financial relationships, regardless of the amount, with ineligible companies. Individuals must disclose regardless of their view of the relevance of the relationship to the education. All forms must be submitted to the UB CME Director for review.

	STEP 2 REVIEW FORMS →
The UB CME Director will review the information about financial relationships to identify individuals who are owners or employees of ineligible companies. These individuals must be excluded from controlling content or participating as planners or faculty in accredited education. 

*See the ACCME’s Standard 3.2 for the three exceptions to this exclusion, and contact the Office for Continuing Medical Education for additional information.
	STEP 3 DETERMINATION→
The UB CME Director and Activity Director will determine whether each person’s financial relationships with ineligible companies are relevant to the content of the education you are planning. Financial relationships are relevant if the following three conditions are met for the prospective person who will control content of the education:

-A financial relationship, in any amount, exists between the person in control of content and an ineligible company.

-The financial relationship existed during the past 24 months.

-The content of the education is related to the products of an ineligible company with whom the person has a financial relationship.



	STEP 4 MITIGATION→

The UB CME Director and Activity Director will choose a mitigation strategy for each person who has a relevant financial relationship and implement that strategy before the person

assumes their role. Document the mitigation strategy for each person with a relevant financial relationship using the MITIGATION OF RELEVANT FINANCIAL RELATIONSHIPS FORM.
	STEP 5 DISCLOSURE TO LEARNERS
Before learners engage in the accredited education, disclose all relevant financial relationships to learners using the DISCLOSURE SUMMARY prepared by the UB CME Director, which includes:

-The names of the individuals with relevant financial relationships.

-The names of the ineligible companies with which they have relationships.

-The nature of the relationships.

-A statement that all relevant financial relationships have been mitigated.

-Disclosure of absence of relevant financial relationships. 
Learners must receive disclosure information before engaging with the accredited education.
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